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Introduction to Sixth Form

The Sixth Form at the Folkestone School for Girls is an amazing place to complete your 
final two years of compulsory education. Not only do we offer a wide range of A level 
courses, we also provide you with numerous opportunities to broaden your education by 
going on trips, undertaking work experience, carrying out teamwork and developing your 
leadership skills. 

Year 11 has undoubtedly been your most important year of school to date, and now, in 
addition to GCSE examinations you must make some important decisions about your 
future.Choosing the right educational establishment and courses for post sixteen study 
is of paramount importance. At The Folkestone School for Girls we can guarantee a first 
class, all-round educational experience.
 
We are able to offer you excellent teaching in a wide range of A levels, including some 
vocational courses. We are proud not only of the high quality care and support which we 
give so you are able to fulfil your potential, but also the constructive Careers Education 
and Guidance which we offer in order to help you make informed and realistic choices at 
18+.

Over 95% of our students go on to Higher Education each year. They acquire places at 
institutions throughout the UK and undertake a very wide range of courses. We are also 
dedicated to providing help and support for those students who wish to enter the world 
of employment. 

Whilst the Sixth Form is about learning, it is also about enjoying yourselves and using 
constructively, the greater freedom with which you are entrusted. Moreover, it is your 
chance to have a fresh start and develop new interests. 

I hope that you find this booklet helpful and I look forward to welcoming you into the 
Sixth Form.

Head of Sixth Form                                 
Lisa Tutty                                                                        



The Folkestone School for Girls has had a large impact on my 
life. I started at the school with little confidence and 
ambition, but the past few years have transformed me entirely 
as a person. The best thing about our school is the support 
the staff give you right from day one. Teachers provide all the 
assistance you require to realise that anything is possible and 
that there is so much you can achieve if you work hard and 
are dedicated. Students are also provided with many 
exciting experiences; for example, during my time at the 
school I have been on several residential trips, including two 
‘week long’ music tours with other members of the school 
orchestra one to Venice and the other to  Austria.  Although 
A-levels are undeniably a challenge, the support you get in 
the sixth form is second to none, and you are fully guided 
throughout the process of applying to university. I have loved 
every minute I have spent here and look forward to 
completing my final year.

Rebecca Illsley
HEAD GIRL

The sixth form is outstanding. Tailored guidance and first-rate 
provision ensure students achieve highly and are set to make the 
most of future opportunities.

“
OFSTED 2012

Studying A levels at the Folkestone School for Girls, has not 
only furthered my enjoyment for the subjects that I am 
studying, but has also developed my self-confidence. Before 
joining the sixth form, I was unsure what I wanted to do when 
I left school. With the help of the school and support from my 
teachers, I have been able to look at different options and 
decide what was best for me. Whether going to university, or 
going into employment or an apprenticeship, the Sixth Form 
at FSG provides you with the opportunity to explore all of 
these options. I was lucky enough to take up work 
experience at the local council, where I worked in the 
Electoral department, which I found useful as it has 
broadened my understanding of Politics, one of the subjects 
which I am studying. The chance to take up work experience 
in the sixth form is great, as it allows you to try out a type of 
employment that you think you may be interested in, and 
further gives you an insight into what working life is like. The 
support each student receives from the school, along with the 
realisation that you can achieve whatever you set out to do 
if you put your mind to it, is one of many reasons why I have 
thoroughly enjoyed my time here at the school. 

Isabelle Hills 
DEPUTY HEAD GIRL

As soon as I joined for sixth form I felt at home and supported by 
every member of staff.“
ISOBELLE WEBSTER-KELL

Sixth Form
Leadership Team



Sixth formers are excellent role models for younger students and 
superb ambassadors for the school.“
OFSTED 2012

It’s extremely rewarding...as you get to help lower years with their 
learning and, along the way, pick up valuable skills which will be of 
great use in the future.

“
KATYA DAVIS



Attendance 

All students in the sixth form are required to attend all their timetabled lessons and study periods until the end of 
Term 2. If the students’ attendance is above 95% and they are up to date with their school work they will be allowed 
to just attend their timetabled lessons after Christmas. If a student is unwell, it is expected that parents will call in 
and certify their daughter’s absence. Where the student knows of an absence in advance they must see all relevant 
teachers to obtain the work from the lesson. Any student whose attendance falls below 95% will be at risk of 
sanctions.

Sixth Form Dress Code

Sixth Form students are expected to dress appropriately for school . School should be regarded as a 
place of work and sixth form students should be seen as role models for the younger students and 
demonstrate this through their choice of clothing. Any student deemed to be dressed inappropriately 
will be sent home to change.

16-19 Bursaries

Financial support is available for those from low-income households. Further information can be obtained from Mrs 
Pat Todd in the Finance Department. 

Extra-curricular activities
There is a wide range of extra- curricular activities on offer to the sixth form including: 
Sport, Music, Art, Drama, Debating Society, Christian Union, Young Enterprise, Interact, Duke of Edinburgh and 
various School Committees.  Details of all of the available activities will be given to our students at the start of term. 
Girls are expected to make a positive contribution and involve themselves fully in the life of the school.

Work Related Learning and Careers, Information and Guidance

The school provides a wide range of events advising students about different occupations and careers 
throughout the academic year. Students are also provided with the details of university courses, taster days and 
summer schools in preparation for applying to university and making important decisions about their future. Careers 
advisors visit the school on a regular basis and students can seek advice and guidance regarding their future career 
aspirations or university choices. We endeavour to help find work experience for students who wish to pursue a 
particular career path. 

University Destinations 2014

Students from The Folkestone School for Girls apply to, and are accepted by, a wide range of universities each year. 
Including Oxford, Cambridge, the Russell Group and universities in London and all over the UK. For example, in 
September 2014, students who gained their A Level results in August have gone off to study courses including 
History, Accounting with Finance, Psychology, Mental Health Nursing, Architecture, Biochemistry, Conservation and 
Restoration.

The Sixth Form Curriculum
In Year 12 each student is expected to study a minimum of 4 subjects.  There is an excellent range of subjects on 
offer and further details of these can be found in this prospectus. The majority of our students will take their AS 
subjects through to A2.

Entry to Year 12
For entry to Sixth Form we require: 
• A minimum of six separately identifiable GCSE subjects at grade B or above, including English Language and 

Mathematics at grade C or above. 
• To study Mathematics or Science, an A grade or above at GCSE is recommended, however, a minimum of a B 

grade is required. 
• A grade B or above in the chosen course of study or a related subject, as specified in the Sixth Form Prospectus. 
       Individual personal circumstances will be considered should a student not achieve the entry requirements.
• For entry to our A2 Level courses we require a Grade D or above in the subject of study at AS Level.  It is usually 

possible to provide most students with the subjects of their choice, but timetabling,  staffing or financial 
       considerations may make it impossible to run all the courses offered, for example if numbers opting for a 
       course are very low. 
• Please note that a grade B in GCSE English Language is required for many A level subjects.

External applicants joining Year 13

Entry into Year 13 for external applicants will depend on the courses required, the availability of a place within the 
groups and the applicant’s results from any AS Level modules taken in Year 12. Please note that in situations where 
the student needs to transfer examination boards, and a place is available on the course, the decision on whether 
the student is accepted rests with the examination board to which the candidate wishes to transfer.

Applicants from Overseas

It should be noted that any student who applies for entry to the Sixth Form with qualifications other than those 
recognised in the UK will be required to sit test papers in English and Mathematics when they come for interview.

Changing your options

Changes prior to the commencement of the course will always be permitted unless the addition of 
another student to the group takes the group size above the optimum level. Changes after a course has commenced 
will only be permitted, subject to availability of places, up to the notified deadline. For the academic year 2015-16 
that date will be Friday 25th September 2015. From this date onwards students must continue with all their chosen 
subjects through to AS Level. No student will be allowed to drop a subject.

Pastoral Support

Each student is allocated a tutor who provides information and guidance to support them with their UCAS 
applications and/or employment applications. Attendance at tutorial sessions is compulsory. There is a weekly sixth 
form assembly which all students are expected to attend. 

Information,
Advice & Guidance



Art & Design (Fine Art) 
AQA 

Entry Requirements:
GCSE Grade A or B in Art and Design 

Course Content:
This new specification allows us to continue to provide for a flexible structure and an excellent choice of experiences 
tailored to meet the needs and aspirations of each individual student. 
The emphasis is on achieving a balance of technical skill, personal expression and contextual knowledge, with each 
topic being taught and then further developed by each student’s own aspirations with support and guidance from 
the teacher. 
Stand-alone workshops/events will also play a part in widening the student’s range of experiences before they 
decide on their final specialism. 

A wide range of disciplines is available to each student from which to construct an individual programme. These 
include Drawing/Painting/Sculpture/Ceramics, Printmaking/Textiles/Mixed Media/Collage/Digital Media/
Photography. Critical/Historical/Contextual studies permeate all areas and visits to Visual Art Exhibitions are an 
essential element. 

Assessment:
The work will be internally marked during the course with External Moderation by a Visiting Examiner occurring at 
the end of the course. 
The units that are studied are: 
Component 1 “Personal Investigation” - This starts as a general introductory course experimenting with a range 
of media and approaches, then each student generates a topic of their choice to explore in detail worth 60% of the 
overall marks.

Component 2 “Externally Set Assignment” is the exam paper with 8 starting points. Students choose one to develop 
ideas during the preparatory stage and then complete a final piece in 15 hours of supervised study worth 40% of the 
overall marks.

Art & Design (Textile Design)
AQA

Entry Requirements:  
GCSE Grade A or B in Art and Design

Course Content:
This new specification allows us to continue to provide for a flexible structure and an excellent choice of experiences 
tailored to meet the needs and aspirations of each individual student. 
The emphasis is on achieving a balance of technical skill, personal expression and contextual knowledge, with each 
topic being taught and then further developed by each student’s own aspirations with support and guidance from 
the teacher. 
Stand-alone workshops/events will also play a part in widening the student’s range of experiences before they 
decide on their final specialism. 

A wide range of disciplines is available to each student from which to construct an individual programme. These 
include Fabric Construction/Weaving/Applique/ Patchwork/Quilting/Printing/Tie-dye/Batik/Spraying/Transfer 
Images/etc.
Critical/Historical/Contextual studies permeate all areas and visits to Visual Art Exhibitions are an essential 
element.

Course Information

Art & Design (Photography)
AQA 

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Grade A or B in any Art and Design endorsement or a Portfolio of own photographs. 

Course Content:
Our approach allows for a flexible structure and an excellent choice of experiences tailored to meet the needs and 
aspirations of each individual student. The emphasis is on achieving a balance of technical skill, personal 
expression and contextual knowledge, with the first half of each topic being taught, and then further developed by 
each student’s own aspirations. Stand-alone workshops/events will also play a part in widening the student’s range 
of experiences.  A wide range of photographic disciplines is available to each student from which to construct an 
individual programme. These include Portraiture, Landscape, Still-life, Documentary, Photojournalism, Experimental 
Imagery, Photographic Installation. 

Critical/Historical/Contextual studies permeate all areas and visits to Photographic Galleries is an essential 
element. Having your own camera would be an advantage but not compulsory for this course.

Assessment:
The work will be internally marked during the course with External Moderation by a Visiting Examiner occurring in 
Term 6. The units that are studied are:

Unit ARTF1 “Portfolio” Experimental Imagery | Portraiture | Still life | Contextual Studies | Site-specific Visit and 
related Study | Media Workshops. 50% 

Unit ARTF2 Externally-Set Assignment Choice of 5 Externally-Set Starting Points with 5 hours of supervised work, 
then further development. 50%

Assessment:
The work will be internally marked during the course with External Moderation by a Visiting Examiner occurring at 
the end of the course. 
The units that are studied are: 
Component 1 “Personal Investigation” - This starts as a general introductory course experimenting with a range 
of media and approaches, then each student generates a topic of their choice to explore in detail worth 60% of the 
overall marks.

Component 2 “Externally Set Assignment” is the exam paper with 8 starting points. Students choose one to develop 
ideas during the preparatory stage and then complete a final piece in 15 hours of supervised study worth 40% of the 
overall marks.

Biology
Edexcel 

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE grade B or above in Biology or Core and Additional Science. However, a Grade A or A* is strongly 
recommended. Grade B or above in Mathematics is also essential.

Course Content:
Unit 1 (AS Level) Health, Lifestyle Factors, Heart Disease, Blood Cholesterol Levels, Genetics, Cystic Fibrosis

Unit 2 (AS Level) Plants as a Source of Medicinal Products, Environment and Phenotype Interaction, Stem Cell 
Research, Medical Therapies, Conservation of Endangered Species



Business Studies 
OCR 

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Grade B or above in Business Studies. If a student has not studied Business Studies at GCSE then they should 
have a GCSE Grade B or above in English or Mathematics.

Course Content:
Unit 1: An Introduction to Business
This unit looks at legal and organisation structures of different businesses, resources in business and how they are 
managed, business mission statements, aims and objectives and how stakeholders and the business environment 
provide opportunities and impose constraints on the pursuit of business objectives, external influences on business 
such as legal, political, social, ethical and economic influences.

Unit 2: Business Functions
This unit looks at marketing, accounting and finance, people in organisations, operations management.

Assessment:
Unit F291: An Introduction to Business - This question paper consists of short-answer and data-response questions.  
                   40% of AS - 1 hour written paper

Unit F292: Business Functions - This question paper has two sections:
Section A: Candidates are required to answer one six-part question.
Section B: Candidates are required to answer all four questions based on the pre-released 
case-study stimulus material. 60% of AS - 2 hour written paper

Chemistry
Edexcel 

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE grade B or above in Biology or Chemistry Core and Additional Science. However, a Grade A or A* is strongly 
recommended.

Course Content:
Edexcel GCE Chemistry gives you the opportunity to study a core of key concepts in greater detail. Many of the ideas 
first covered at GCSE will be revisited, but with a greater emphasis on explaining rather than simply describing the 
behaviour of molecules. 

Topics include Atomic Structure and the Periodic Table, Energetics, Mole Calculations, Kinetics and Organic (carbon) 
Chemistry. While studying GCE Chemistry you will develop practical skills that include making observations, 
collecting data, analysing experimental results and formulating conclusions. You will also gain an appreciation of 
how scientific models develop and evolve, the applications and implications of Science, the benefits and risks that 
Science brings and the ways in which society uses Science to make decisions.

Assessment:
Paper 1: Inorganic & Physical Chemistry (AS Level)

Paper 2: Organic & Physical Chemistry (AS Level)

Creative Writing (A-Level) 
AQA

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE English Language Grade B. 

Course Content:
This innovative A-Level is the first of its kind, aiming to help aspiring writers trace a route through school or 
college and higher education into professional writing such as journalism, advertising or copy writing. This course is 
specifically designed to encourage creativity through the development of writing and will appeal to a wide range of 
students, not just those studying English Literature. students are expected to produce a portfolio of their own 
creative work, which incorporates a wide range of genres including fiction, poetry, journalism and blogging. The 
course encourages creativity and independent work and will help with practical communication and technical 
writing skills. The course will encourage and develop a range of skills such as creativity and self expression, critical 
and analytical skills, team working, redrafting, and editing. 

Assessment: 
Unit 1: Writing on Demand
40% of AS Qualification. Examined 2 hours. Both will involve the production of texts based on practical writing 
scenarios. Students will be given a professional writing brief with some specific contexts.
 
Unit 2: Exploring Creative Writing
60% of AS Qualification. Coursework . Students will submit two creative pieces of work (max. 3000 words). These are 
accompanied by a reflective commentary (max. 1500). 

A level - Ecology, Climate change, Evolution, Infection, Immunity, Muscles & Joints, Respiration, Hormones, Nervous 
system, Vision.

Assessment:
Paper 1: Lifestyle, transport, genes & health (AS Level)

Paper 2: Development, plants & the environment (AS Level)

Paper 1: The natural environment & species survival (A2 Level)

Paper 2: Energy, exercise & coordination (A2 Level)

Paper 3: General & practical applications of Biology - includes synoptic questions (A2 Level)

Paper 1: Further Inorganic & Physical Chemistry + AS content (A2 Level)

Paper 2: Further Organic & Physical Chemistry + AS content (A2 Level)

Paper 3: All topics including experimental techniques (A2 Level)

Dance
AQA

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Grade B or above in Dance. 

Course Content:
Candidates are encouraged to: develop and extend the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to participate 
in and communicate through dance in a variety of contexts; foster imagination and creativity, and promote personal 
and social development; engage in appreciation of the diverse, dynamic heritage of dance, promoting spiritual, moral 
and cultural development; encourage life-long learning and provide access to dance and dance-related interests and 
careers.

Assessment:
Unit 1: Understanding Dance - 1 ½ hour written examination, externally assessed (40%)
Unit 2: Choreography and Performance - Practical coursework, centre-assessed (60%)

A Level Drama & Theatre Studies
Edexcel

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Grade B or above in Drama. 

Course Content:
Unit 1(AS Level): Exploration of Drama and Theatre. 
This unit introduces you to the concept of plays written for the theatre. You will learn how to analyse plays in a 
variety of ways for performance.



Economics 
OCR 

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Grade B or above in Economics. If a student has not studied Economics at GCSE then they should have a 
GCSE Grade B or above in English and Mathematics.

Course Content:
Unit 1: Economics: Markets and Market Failure
Candidates will explore the nature of demand and supply in a wide range of situations and be able to use this 
understanding to explain why markets fail and how governments intervene in the market place.

Unit 2: Economics: The National Economy
This unit offers the opportunity to explore how we measure the performance of the UK economy investigating issues 
such as economic growth, unemployment, inflation and exchange rates and it looks at the use of government policy 
to manage the economy.

Assessment:
The AS course is made up of 2 units; both units are assessed by examination. 
Unit 1: Multiple-choice paper – 20 Objective Test Questions

Unit 2: Two optional data response questions are set and candidates answer one

English Literature
OCR

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Grade B or above in English Literature and English Language. 

Course Content:
Unit 1: Poetry and Prose 1800-1945 
Unit 2: Literature post-1900

Assessment:
Unit 3: Poetry and Prose 1800-1945 (Closed text) 
Poetry 1800-1945 - critical analysis of poetry; Prose 1800-1945 - analytical essay on the set prose text focusing on 
narrative methods and effects, and linking to other readers’ interpretations. 

Unit 4: Literature post-1900 – Coursework 
Candidates are required to cover 3 post-1900 texts, at least one must be work published after 1990. They are 
required to produce a folder of coursework of a maximum of 3000 words with 2 tasks.
An excellent facilitating course that covers a range of different texts and genres. It helps develop an enquiring mind 
and is an excellent building block for those wishing to take the subject further at university.

English Language & Literature 
AQA

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Grade B or above in English Language and Literature. 
 
Course Content:
Unit 1: Introducing Analysis and Production
You will study two set texts, and you will learn the skills and terminology to enable you to analyse them from a 
linguistic as well as a literary point of view. You will also learn to write for specific purposes and audiences.

Unit 2: Analysing Speech and its Representation
You will study one set text, and you will learn to recognize and understand the features and conventions of speech, 
using specialist terminology which will help you to analyse it. You will learn to compare different speech texts and 
comment on how speech is used in your set text.

Assessment:
Unit 1: 1½ hour examination. In the examination you will be required to answer an analysis question on one text and 
a production question on a different text. You may take your texts into the examination. 2 questions. (50%)

Unit 2: 1½ hour examination. In the examination you will be required to compare two unseen texts, one of which will 
be a transcript of speech, and to answer a question on your set text which will involve comparing two passages. You 
may not take your text into the examination. 2 questions (50%)

Unit 2(AS Level): Theatre Text in Performance. 
This unit offers you the chance to demonstrate skills in a performance environment; you will have to deliver a 
performance to an audience.

Unit 3(A2 Level): Exploration of Dramatic performance. 
In this unit you will be creating a unique and orginal piece of theatre to be performed to invited audiences. 

Unit 4 (A2 Level): Theatre Text in Context.
You will, answer questions on a set text from the point of view of the director and a review of a live piece of theatre in 
relation to its original performance context.

Assessment:
Unit 1: This unit is internally assessed and externally moderated. 
Unit 2: This unit is externally assessed. 
Unit 3: This is internally assessed and externally moderated.
Unit 4: This is a written exam in 3 sections.

FILM STUDIES 
WJEC 

Entry Requirements:
Grade B in GCSE English Language or English Literature.  

Course Content:
The AS/A specification in Film Studies is designed to deepen students’ understanding, appreciation and enjoyment 
of film, the major art form of the twentieth century, and one developing new modes of expression and exhibition 
through analytical and critical thinking.

Film Studies is a course recognised by universities and industry professionals as subject that challenges thinking 
and develops the analytical vigour of students.

Students will also engage with a wide range of different kinds of films, developing skills of observation, critical 
analysis and personal reflection, as well as developing their creativity and practical skills, either in audio-visual or 
written form. A variety of forms of assessment are used, with the intention of producing imaginative, active learners.

In particular, the specification explores the relationship between the film and the individual by exploring how films 
create meanings and produce both intellectual and emotional responses.

Assessment:
Unit 1: FM1 (40%) Internal Assessment
Exploring Film Form
• One analysis of how the micro aspects of a chosen extract from a film of student’s choice produce meanings 

and responses (1500 words)
• One creative project based on a film sequence or short film along with a reflective analysis
• 
Unit 2: FM2 (60%) External Assessment (exam)
2½ hours Written Paper: British and American Film.

Three questions, one from each section:
• Section A: Response to stimulus material set by Awarding Body based on producers and audiences of film
• Section B: Topics in British Film (40)
• Section C: US Film - Comparative study of two films (40)

Geography 
AQA 

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Grade B or above in Geography. 



Health & Social Care 
Edexcel

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Grade C or above in English Language.

Course Content: 
Unit 1: Human Growth and Development (AS Level)
We study every age range, from conception through to old age, and consider how different life factors impact on our 
lives.

Unit 2: Communication and Values (AS Level)
You will learn how to communicate effectively and will have the opportunity to practice the newly acquired skill with 
service users.  This soft skill is transferable and is useful to any employer.

Units 2 and 3 are assessed through internally-marked reports and carry a weighting of 33.33% each.

Unit 3: Positive Care Environments (AS Level)
We study a local healthcare organisation and how they interact with the community. Past investigations have 
focussed on a children’s centre and the community midwives.
 
Assessment:
Unit 1 is assessed through a written examination of 1½ hours and carries a weighting of 33.33%. 

Unit 2 and 3 are assessed through internally-marked reports and carry a weighting of 33.33% each.

Ancient History 
OCR

Entry Requirements:
GCSE Grade B or above in Classical Civilisation, History or another Humanity or Social Science

Course Content:
AS Unit 1 – Greek History from Original Sources 
This unit uses primary Greek texts in order to evaluate Athenian Democracy in the 5th century BC. In particular the 
focus will be on the distinctiveness of Athenian democracy, the workings of the system, who was able to participate 
in the democratic system, the role of prominent individuals and the importance of rhetoric and public speaking. 

AS Unit 2 – Roman History from Original Sources 
The principal focus of this unit is the handling of original sources as a historian in order to evaluate the Augustan 
Principate. In particular students will focus on the Battle of Actium, the powers and roles of Augustus, the role of 
Augustus’ family, friends and supporters, opposition, and Augusts’ relationship with the senate, soldiers, plebs and 
provincials. 

A2 Unit 3 – Greek History: Conflict and Culture
The principal focus of this unit is to investigate the culture of Athens through the evaluation of original sources. In 
particular candidates will focus on the changing intellectual climate in Athens, dramatic festivals and theatre, 
religious festivals and sanctuaries, art and architecture, and Athenian views of themselves and non-Athenians 
including citizens, non-citizens, women and children. 

A2 Unit 4 – Roman History: The Use and Abuse of Power
The principal focus of this unit is the investigation of the invention of imperial Rome through the evaluation of 
original sources. In particular candidates will focus on the issues of succession and the establishment of dynasties, 
the development of the imperial cult, the rebuilding of Rome as the capital of the empire, the relationships of the 
emperors with the senators, the administration of the city, and the transformation of the social, moral and religious 
life of Rome as the capital of the empire. 

Assessment:
Unit 1: 50% of AS, 25%of A-level, 1 hour and 30 minute written paper made up of a source based question and an 
essay question. 

Unit 2: 50% of AS, 25%of A-level, 1 hour and 30 minute written paper made up of a source based question and an 
essay question. 

Unit 3: 25%of A-level, 2 hour written paper made up of 2 essay questions. 

Unit 4: 25%of A-level, 2 hour written paper made up of 2 essay questions.

History
AQA

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Grade B or above in History or another Humanity or Social Science. 

Course Content:
Unit 1 – The Tudors: England 1485-1603 
This paper examines how effectively the Tudors restored and developed the powers of the monarchy, how relations 
with foreign powers changed, the changes in the cultural, intellectual and religious climate of the nation and the 
importance of prominent individuals

Unit 2 – The Russian Revolution and the Rise of Stalin, 1917-53
This paper examines the origins and impact of communism in Russia. It explores the rise of significant individuals 
such as Lenin and Stalin, as well as the ways in which ideology and terror were used in establishing dictatorships in 
Soviet Russia. 

Unit 3 – Historical Investigation – American History from the emancipation of slaves (1883) until the 
assassination of Kennedy (1963)
Students study the evolution of the USA  from the end of the Civil War to its rise as a superpower nation. 

Government & Politics
AQA 

Entry Requirements: 
Good general performance at GCSE in related subjects such as History Grade B or above is expected.

Course Content:
Unit 1: People and Politics - Paper GOVP1 
This unit introduces students to the study of politics by looking at the central ideas of citizenship, democracy and 
participation, and by examining the representative processes in the UK. 

Unit 2: Governing the UK – Paper GOVP2 
This unit provides an introduction to the major institutions of UK government, examines their relationships with one 
another and considers their effectiveness.

Assessment:
Unit 1: 1 hour 30 minute examination – candidates need to answer two three part questions from a choice of four. 
(50%)

Unit 2: 1 hour 30 minute examination – candidates answer two questions – one related to source stimulus material, 
and one essay question (choice of two questions in each section) (50%)

Course Content:
The subject content follows an ‘issues and impacts’ approach throughout. It has a developmental structure 
designed to facilitate progression through the course and beyond to link with the demands of higher study. 

Unit 1: Physical & Human Geography - The study of core geographical concepts along with themes of 
environmental impact, management and sustainability. Physical – Rivers, floods & management 
and Coastal Environments, Human – Population Change and Health Issues

Unit 2: Geographical Skills - A skills paper based on the content of Unit 1 including investigative, 
cartographic, graphical, ICT and statistical skills and including questions based on the fieldwork 
carried out on the residential trip.

Assessment:
Unit 1: Physical and Human Geography (70%)
Unit 2: Geographical Skills (30%)



Information Communication Technology 
WJEC

Entry Requirements: 
Cambridge Nationals (Distinction/Distinction*) or GCSE ICT (grade A/A*).

Course Content:
This course uses a task driven approach to problem solving and decision making which relies on the effective use of 
Information Technology and an understanding of the new opportunities it provides within organisations and society.

Assessment:
AS Module 1 (IT1): Information Systems -Written paper in 2 parts: 2¼ hours (60%) 
AS Module 2 (IT2): Presenting Information. Task completed in controlled conditions (40%)

Mathematics
AQA 

Entry Requirements: 
Grade B in GCSE Mathematics, although an A or A* is preferable. It is expected that any student currently studying at 
FSG will be studying GCSE Further Mathematics in year 11 as preparation for the A-Level course.

Course Content:
AS Mathematics consists of 3 modules; Core 1, Core 2 and Statistics 1. The Core modules broaden knowledge from 
GCSE mathematics to a much more challenging level. Much of the content of Core 1 is covered in GCSE Further 
Mathematics and as a guide, any student coping with GCSE Further Mathematics should be able to cope with the 
demands of A-level Mathematics. Core 1 topics include coordinate geometry of straight lines, coordinate geometry 
of circles, quadratics, polynomials and calculus. Core 2 topics include solving trigonometric equations, arithmetic 
and geometric sequences and series, radians and logarithms. The Statistics 1 module covers topics such as 
probability, the binomial distribution, the normal distribution and regression. 

Assessment:
There are 3 separate exams at the end of the year, one for each module studied. Each is equally weighted, all are 1 
hour 30 minutes long,  and the Core 1 examination is a non-calculator examination. There is no coursework. 

Modern Languages (French or Spanish)
Edexcel 

Entry Requirements: 
Grade A or above at GCSE is recommended however a minimum of a Grade B is required.

Course Content:
Four general topic areas form the basis of the AS Level: Youth culture and concerns; lifestyle, health and fitness; 
the world around us; education and employment. Each specific theme examines contemporary life and work in the 
countries where your chosen language is spoken. Your understanding of authentic, contemporary French/Spanish 
is promoted through recordings and reading matter dealing with issues of interest and concern to young French 
people. The material may include literary texts related to the Topics.

Assessment:
Unit 1: Spoken Expression and Response in French/Spanish (30%)

Unit 2: Understanding and Written Response in French/Spanish (70%) 

Music
Edexcel 

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Grade B or above in Music, or Grade 4-5 standard on an instrument or voice. 

Course Content:
You will be required to: 
•  Develop your skills through performing
•  Develop musical ideas through composition 
•  Gain a depth of understanding of the development of music in specific areas such as instrumental music, vocal 

music, music for film, theatre and television.

Assessment:
Unit 1: Performing Solo/Ensemble Performances – 5-6 mins (AS Level)
Performances can be recorded/re-recorded at any time during the course. Internally assessed and externally 
moderated. - 30% 

Unit 2: Composing 1 Composition & CD sleeve notes Coursework (AS Level)
Based on a given brief and externally assessed - 30% 

Unit 3: Developing Musical Understanding Listening; Investigating Musical Styles (AS Level)
Instrumental & Vocal Music (Based on the study of set works) Understanding Chords and Lines. Analysis of a score 
and completion of a harmony exercise. 2 Hour Examination - 40% 

Unit 4: Extended Performance (A2 Level)
Solo/Ensemble Performances – 12-15 mins Performances can be recorded/re-recorded at any time during the 
course. Internally assessed and externally moderated - 30% 

Unit 5: Composition and Technical Study (A2 Level)
Based on a given brief and externally assessed - 30% 

Unit 6: Further Musical Understanding (A2 Level)
Listening to and studying music from the anthology of music and also unfamiliar music. Compare and contrast 
excerpts, contextualise music and identify harmonic and tonal features. 2 Hour Examination - 40%

Then, as an individual research project they are free to explore any one of a variety of themes for example social or 
political change, the impact of key individuals, the effects of war or the country’s changing perception of its place in 
the world.  Students will need to formulate a challenging and appropriate enquiry question and explore the issues it 
raises through personally selected primary sources. 

Assessment:
Two written exams of 2 hours 30 minutes (80%) each as well as an independent study of 3000 – 3,500 words, 
internally assessed (20%)

Level 3 BTEC Certificate in Music Performing 
Edexcel

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Music, Grade C and above or Grade 4-5 standard on an instrument or voice.

Further Mathematics
AQA 

Entry Requirements: 
Grade A or A* at GCSE Mathematics. You must also have opted to study A-level Mathematics.

Course Content:
A-level Further Mathematics is not a continuation of GCSE Further Mathematics. This course runs along-side  A-level 
Mathematics and consists of 3 modules at AS level. There is some flexibility with the modules, but generally they 
will be Further Pure 1, Decision 1 and Mechanics 1. The modules for A2 are Further Pure 2, Further Pure 2 and Me-
chanics 2. Further Mathematics would be useful for any student wishing to go on to study for a Mathematics degree 
or Science/Engineering degree in Higher Education. Further Mathematics will also boost knowledge for A-level Math-
ematics and will also support students studying A-level  Physics due to the mechanics content. Further Mathemat-
ics is often taken as an additional A-level.

Assessment:
There are 3 examinations at the end of each year, one for each module studied. Each examination is 1 hour 30 
minutes long and are equally weighted. There is no coursework. 



Philosophy & Ethics 
OCR

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Grade B or above in English Language and either History or Geography.

Course Content:
This course will allow you to explore questions about existence within the context of a disciplined academic study. 
You will be encouraged to think and reflect upon your thoughts and to approach questions in an enquiring, critical 
and empathetic manner. You will also learn to construct cogent argument and sustain a critical line of thought.

G571 – Philosophy of Religion
Ancient Greek influences on philosophy of religion; Judaeo-Christian influences on philosophy of religion; Traditional 
arguments for the existence of God; Challenges to religious belief

G572 – Religious Ethics
Ethical Theory: Absolute and relative morality; Kant; Utilitarianism; Ethical systems and religious methods in ethical 
decision making
Practical Ethics: Medical ethics – abortion, euthanasia, the right to life, the right to a child, genetic engineering and 
embryo research; War and Peace; An understanding of the ways ethical theories might be applied to these issues.

Assessment:
G571    Philosophy of Religion              1 ½ hour exam

G572    Religious Ethics                          1 ½ hour exam

Physics 
Edexcel

Entry Requirements: 
Grade B or above in Physics or Core and Additional Science. However, a Grade A or A* is strongly recommended. 
Grade B or above in Mathematics is also essential.

BTEC Subsidiary Diploma in Applied Science    
Edexcel

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE core & Additional Science at Grade C or equivalent. 

Course Content:
The course covers a wide range of topics across Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Learners are given the 
opportunity to further develop their Science skills through an applied approach to the learning.  This programme of 
study is a two year course.  Examples of units covered:
Unit 1 Fundamentals of Science ( biology, chemistry, physics)
Unit 2 Working in the science industry
Unit 4 Scientific practical techniques ( biology, chemistry, physics)
Unit 11 Physiology of human body systems
Unit 18 Genetics and genetic engineering

Assessment:
The course is currently assessed through written assignments and is 100% coursework. The change to the new 
specification in September 2015 may involve an externally assessed unit of work.

Psychology    
AQA

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Grade B or above in Psychology. If a student has not studied Psychology at GCSE then they should have a 
GCSE Grade B or above in English Language, Grade C in Science and Grade C in Mathematics/Statistics.

Course Content:
Paper 1: Social Influence, Memory, Attachment, Psychopathology
Paper 2: Approaches in psychology, Biopsychology, Research methods 
Paper 3: Issues and Debates in Psychology and then 1 option from Relationships, Gender or Cognition and 
Development, 1 option from Schizophrenia, Eating Behaviour or Stress, and 1 option from Aggression, Forensic 
Psychology or Addiction.

Assessment:
Papers 1, 2 and 3: All assessed through individual written examination of 2 hours each in the summer of 2017

Sociology 
AQA

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Grade B or above in English Language.

Course Content:
Unit 1: Families and Households
Unit 2: Education and Sociological Methods

Assessment:
Unit 1: 1 hour written examination. (40%)
Unit 2: 2 hour written examination. (60%)

Statistics 
AQA

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Grade B or above in Mathematics, or GCSE Grade A in Statistics.

Course Content:
The course consists of 3 Statistics units, Statistics 1, 2 and 3. They cover topics such as correlation and 
regression, interpreting data, contingency tables, sampling and the normal distribution.

Course Content:
The Edexcel Level 3 BTEC National Certificate in Music (Performing) consists of one core and two specialist units in 
either performing or composing.

Assessment:
A variety of styles of Internal Assessment are employed during the course including written reports, presentations, 
practical performances and tutor observation. All assessment is based on the achievement of specified outcomes. 
Units contain grading criteria which will be individually graded as ‘pass’, ‘merit’ or ‘distinction’. To achieve an overall 
pass grade for the unit learners must meet all criteria set out in the specification. Students will undertake a number 
of assignments and projects for each unit throughout the course; there is no terminal exam-based assessment used.

Course Content:
Edexcel Physics gives you the opportunity to study a core of key concepts in greater detail, with many topics from 
GCSE being revisited in greater detail. Topics include Working as a Physicist, Mechanics, Electric Circuits, Further 
Mechanics, Electric and Magnetic Fields, Nuclear and Particle Physics, Materials, Waves and Particle Nature of Light, 
Thermodynamics, Space, Nuclear Radiation, Gravitational Fields and Oscillations. There is a greater emphasis on 
practical work and developing skills to work as a Physicist. 

Assessment:
AS Level Paper 1 – Core Physics 1
AS Level Paper 2 – Core Physics 2 
A2 Level Paper 1 – Advanced Physics 1
A2 Level Paper 2 – Advanced Physics 2
A2 Level Paper 3 – General and Practical Principles in Physics.



The teachers here have improved my grades and made my 
attitude to learning a more positive one.“
TARA BRADBURY

How To Apply
Internal applicants
If you are a student at the School, you are required to fill in the loose leaf Options Form at 
the back of this Prospectus and return it to Mr Lester by Thursday 18th December 2014. 

You should also submit and complete the online application form at  
www.kentchoices4u.com  by Friday 9th January 2015. 

External applicants
If you are applying to join us from another school or college, please complete the online 
application form at www.kentchoices4u.com and the loose leaf Options Form. These should 
be returned to Mrs Paula Griffiths, Sixth Form Administrator by Friday 30th January 2015. 

You will then be contacted and invited to visit the School and meet the staff. Places will be 
offered according to the Sixth Form Admissions Criteria. 

The opportunities that are offered by the school provide some 
of the best memories you will have. “
ZOE TAYLOR



Contact Us
The Folkestone School for Girls

Coolinge Lane, Folkestone,
Kent, CT20 3RB

01303 251125
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